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MARIA ΤELALIAN, regular member 

Maria Telalian is, since 2013, the Legal Counsel of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Hellenic Republic and the Head of the Legal Department of that 

Ministry. From 2003-2004 she served as Counsel at the Permanent Mission of 

Greece to the UN and from 2005 to 2007 as Deputy Permanent Representative 

of Greece to the UN. From 2008 to 2011 she served as Agent of Greece before the International Court of 

Justice and from 2013 as Member (for Greece) of the Panel of Arbitrators of the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration.  

Representative of Greece in the negotiations of many international human rights instruments and Head of 

Delegation before various Human Rights Treaty bodies such as the Human Rights Committee of the UN 

Covenant on Civil Political Rights, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

(during the oral presentation of the relevant Greek Reports) and in 2011 before the Human Rights Council 

(UPR). Has deep knowledge of human rights law, international humanitarian law and international 

criminal law and has participated in many international committees, working groups, conferences etc. in 

the context of the UN, the Council of Europe, OSCE, UNESCO etc. She is also author of many articles 

and contributions to collective volumes.  

Representative of Greece to the Sixth Committee of the UN General Assembly, and Chairperson of many 

UN Committees (Criminal Accountability of UN Officials and Experts on Mission, international 

terrorism, etc). Representative of Greece at the Committee of Legal Advisers on Public International Law 

of the Council of Europe (CAHDI) and of the Working Party of the European Union on Public 

International Law (COJUR).  

 

    ILIAS ΚASTANAS, alternate member 

Graduate of the Faculty of Law of the National and Kapodistrian University of 

Athens; Ph.D., Faculty of Law, University of Geneva; Legal Counsel, Legal 

Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic. Among his 

main tasks are the drafting of legal opinions on public international law issues, 

including international human rights law; the drafting, coordination and participation in the presentation 

of Greece’s national reports submitted to international human rights bodies; the participation in meetings 

of the United Nations General Assembly and the Human Rights Council, in intergovernmental 

negotiations of international human rights instruments, as well as in committees, working groups and 

meetings of the United Nations, the Council of Europe and the OSCE. He is the author of monographs, 

articles and chapters in collective works, including: 



-« Unité et diversité: notions autonomes et marge d’appréciation des Etats dans la jurisprudence de la 

Cour européenne des droits de l’homme», Editions Bruylant, Bruxelles, 1996 (in French) ; 

-Contribution to the collective volume: L.-A. Sicilianos (ed.), “The European Convention of Human 

Rights. Commentary article-by-article”, Nomiki Bibliothiki, Athens, 2013 (in Greek). 

He also participates in colloquia and seminars in the field of international human rights law. 

 

 


