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Chair, Excellencies,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of A status NHRIs from Cameroon, Colombia, 
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Finland, Jordan, Korea, Nigeria, the Philippines, 
Poland, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, Thailand and Ukraine. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the initial Food for Thoughts paper.  

We want to reiterate that the LBI must be firmly rooted in human rights. Based on the 
current human rights framework, it should also address normative gaps. 

While families and communities play an important role in supporting older persons, it is 
States that have the duty to respect, protect and fulfil human rights. Furthermore, we 
know that an emphasis on family responsibility often, in reality, means women, who 
already bear the burden of the majority of unpaid care work. The LBI should therefore 
clearly articulate States' obligations. It should include robust monitoring and 
accountability mechanisms and effective remedies to ensure that those obligations are 
implemented in practice. 

 NHRIs stand ready to take on a monitoring role in the future, relying on expertise and 
experience stemming from our various human rights monitoring mandates.  

The LBI’s purpose is to clarify how all human rights apply to older persons and to 
address the gaps in their implementation. The catalogue of rights must therefore be 
comprehensive, built on the perspectives and lived experiences of older persons. We 
encourage States to conduct consultations at national levels in order to gather this 
information. Furthermore, all human rights are interrelated and interdependent and only 
a holistic approach will ensure the autonomy and agency of older persons.  

Finally, we want to emphasise agism. Ageism shapes how societies view ageing and 
older persons, often rendering them invisible as rights holders. The LBI must contain 
strong language on combating ageism and age discrimination and should recognise 
older persons as full rights holders with a diversity of experiences, needs and 
aspirations.  It should respond to the multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination 
older persons experience, for example on the basis of gender, disability, ethnicity, 
migration status, socioeconomic background or other characteristics. 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/hrc/RES/58/13


Above all, the LBI should reaffirm that we are all entitled to the full enjoyment of all 
human rights throughout our lives.  

Thank you. 
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